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PARTNERS

WHILE WE ARE 
HAPPY to put 2020 
behind us, we know 
that we are not yet 
out of the woods. 
There is much 
work to be done to 
continue to address 
anti-Black racism 
and the perils of a 
global pandemic. 
We must all remain 
steadfast in the 
work that needs to 
be done so that we 
are strengthened 

and not diminished by these trials.

We know it is a privilege that our annual celebration 
has not been sidelined and so we are extremely 
pleased to present FEAST of Black Excellence, the 
virtual edition of our 14th Annual Durham Black History 
Month Celebration Presented by Cultural Expressions 
Art Gallery Inc.

Presented in partnership with the Durham Children’s 
Aid Foundation, City of Pickering, Town of Ajax and 
the Congress of Black Women, this year’s event will 
showcase different aspects of the Black experience in 
order to uplift our communities in turbulent times.

Thank you to our performers: vocalist Rena Faith, 
acoustic guitarist and singer/songwriter Kunle, 
comedian Jean Paul, Black Star Spoken Word Team, 
soprano Dawn-Marie, Pan Fantasy Steelband and 
pianist Lee Callender.

We welcome an impressive keynote discussion on 
community representation and community service 
moderated by Dr. Joseph Smith. He is joined by local 
leaders Senator Wanda Thomas Bernard, Celina Caesar-
Chavannes, Regional Councillor Granville Anderson, 
School Trustee Patrice Barnes and Prospective Federal 
Candidate Brenton Alleyne.

And we honour Sandra 
Forsythe of the Durham 
Community Action Group, 
our 2021 recipient of the 
Madiba Award.

Our host Sean Mauricette, 
is no stranger to our 
event, so we are thrilled to 
welcome him back.

As always, we are grateful 
for our sponsors: the 
Durham Regional Police 
Services Board, Rotary 
Club of Pickering, Durham 
Catholic District School 
Board, Rotary Club of Ajax, Elexicon Energy and the 
Ajax Library.

Our volunteer committee was unphased by the 
pandemic and for months, weeks, days, hours and 
seconds leading up to the event showed their 
unfaltering commitment! We thank and congratulate 
them on your behalf.

At the end of this event, we will begin to plan a grand 
celebration for our 15th year in 2022! So, let’s take a 
deep breath, give ourselves time for renewal and 
reflection, and press forward into February and the rest 
of this year with enlightenment, healing and growth.

Thank you.

Esther Forde
Event Co-Chair & Founder, 
Cultural Expressions Art Gallery Inc.

Dane Lawrence
Event Co-Chair

A MESSAGE
FROM THE
CO- CHAIRS
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THE CITY OF PICKERING is a growing community, rich in diversity, and we must 
recognize the importance of ensuring that the needs of our community are 
understood and supported.  On August 24, 2020 Council unanimously approved 
a staff report that outlines the City’s three-pronged approach to address 
racism, diversity, and inclusion within Pickering. It serves to identify and address 
antiblack racism in our community through both a corporate perspective (which 
focuses inward on our organization) and a community perspective (which focuses 
outward on our community); providing for robust and comprehensive outcomes.

The City of Pickering is pleased to be a partner for FEAST of Black Excellence, a 
celebration to uplift our communities after a year that saw heightened response 
to the ongoing issues of anti-Black racism and the continued pandemic conditions 

that prevail around the world.

THE RECENT Black Lives Matter movement and protests reminded the Town 
and Ajax Council that we have a lot of work to do in addressing systemic and 
institutional racism to combat barriers felt by Black people. The Ajax Anti-Black 
Racism (AABR) Task Force has officially formed with 15 committee members. 
Members are all Black residents of Ajax with a diverse range of experiences and 
realities.  It has been set up to listen to local Black voices and initiate concrete 
actions to support the Black community and other racialized groups in Ajax. Join 
AABR online on February 25, 2021 and hear from the Black community on the 
significance of Black History Month and why it is important to celebrate. Watch 

and learn more at ajax.ca/taskforce

CONGRESS OF BLACK WOMEN AJAX/PICKERING CHAPTER
CONGRESS OF BLACK WOMEN OSHAWA/WHITBY CHAPTER

WE ARE COMING out of a historic year which saw continued violence against the 
community, a year where anti-Black racism was on every lip…and the resulting 
overwhelming demand for everyone to understand these 3 words.  A year where 
Black Lives Matter was chanted again and again … not just an organization, but 
a movement; and with all that, the continued impact of Covid-19!  We recognize 
the commitment and dedication of many Black organizations, Black leaders, Black 
educators, school board trustees, parents, front line workers, and others who 
continue to be at the forefront of addressing and pushing through a lot of these 

challenges to arrive at resolutions. You are Black history in the making. 

DCAF IS VERY pleased to be celebrating Black History Month, working in 
partnership with Cultural Expressions Art Gallery Inc., to present FEAST of Black 
Excellence. DCAF is also pleased to be supporting a scholarship for an up and 
coming black artist. Funds will be dedicated to future training of the artist’s 
talents and gifts. Throughout the month, “Off the Clock” will be a weekly series of 
interviews with Black athletes from Durham region. Hosted by Josiah St. John, the 
series begins on February 6, 2021 and will continue until February 27, 2021. Interviews 

can be seen on the DCAF YouTube page and various social media platforms.

AN EMPOWERED BLACK HISTORY MONTH TO YOU ALL
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THE BOARD IS HONOURED to support the 2021 Black History 
Month Celebration.  Although this year’s virtual event will be 
much different than years past, the importance of recognizing 
the contributions of the Black community is as important as 
ever.  We offer our sincere appreciation and best wishes to all in 

celebrating this rich and inspiring history.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 
for your support  

PLATINUM

SPONSOR GOLD
SPONSORS
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SEAN MAURICETTE, 
MASTER OF CEREMONIES
SEAN MAURICETTE HAS BEEN 
gifting audiences as an artist and 
motivational speaker for more than a 
decade.  He has received more than 
20 awards including the 2012 Medal 
of Appreciation from the United 
Nations Association of Canada for 
his work with youth both here at 
home and abroad. A graduate from 
the University of Toronto’s Faculty 
of Architecture, Sean continues to 
cement his role as an active leader in 
the community and around the world.
SeanMauricette.com

RENA FAITH
MY NAME IS SERENA. I prefer to 
go by Rena Faith. I am a bilingual 
student and I enjoy singing both 
French and English songs. I find 
interest in drawing, writing and 
any artistic topic.

KUNLE
AN ACOUSTIC GUITARIST and 
award winning singer/songwriter, 
Kunle’s folk and soul music 
bridges contemporary styles with 
roots in West African rhythms 
and stories. Nigerian-born and 
currently based in Toronto, Kunle 
brings together his rich vocals, 
guitar tapping, harmonica and 
talking drum to take audiences 
into what he terms ‘music with no 
boundaries’.

BLACK STAR 
SPOKEN WORD TEAM
A GROUP CONSISTING of students 
from diverse cultural and ethnic 
backgrounds dedicated to uplifting 
fellow youth as well as expanding 
their knowledge to better equip 
themselves to combat the prevalent 
issues regarding gender, race, 
class and revolving social justice 
inequities. Our goal: to use spoken 
word as a dynamic tool to educate 
our audience, inspire the future 
generations and revolutionize the 
current way of thinking to usher in 
a new reality of living.

LEE B. CALLENDER
BORN IN NASSAU, BAHAMAS, music is my passion 
and I demonstrate this passion primarily through the 
piano and through my Vocal Coaching practice. I am 
deeply committed to self improvement and it thrills me 
to meet and see others grow into whole happy people.

As a Vocal Coach my mission is to help my clients 
discover, develop and display their personal and 
artistic potential, and guide them in discovering and 
unlocking their authentic selves.

My motivation as I play the piano is to touch the minds 
and hearts of the listener so as to transmit joy and 
peace to them.

JEAN PAUL
T R I N I D A D I A N - B O R N , 
BROOKLYN raised and currently 
resident of Toronto, comedian 
Jean Paul has always had an 
innate sense of humour. Maybe 
it’s because of his curious 
nature; maybe it’s because of 
his light-hearted view on life. 

Whatever the reason, Jean knew 
at an early age that a career 
in comedy was right for him. 
Since then, Jean has traveled 
extensively across Canada, the 
U.S., the Caribbean, South Africa 
and the U.K., performing at such 
legendary venues as the Apollo 
in New York, the Comedy Store 
in London, and at Place des Arts 

in Montreal. 

No stranger to the 
festival circuit, Jean 
has performed at Just 
For Laughs, Halifax 
and Winnipeg comedy 
Festivals and among 
other credits has written 
for and toured with 
Russell Peters.

DAWN-MARIE
AN ICHS ALUMNA, Dawn Marie 
graduated with high honors 
in music from the University of 
Windsor (Ontario, Canada).  She 
is a Fellow at the Trinity College 
of London (FTCL) who boasts 
many awards in Classical Music, 
including Jamaica’s 2002 Edna 
Manley Award for Excellence 
and a JAMI (Jamaican Music 
Industry Award). A prize winner 
in the prestigious Johann 
Sebastian Bach competition  
and a finalist in the International 
Song Competition in Brazil, 
she received a scholarship in 
Spanish music to Santiago de 
Compostela in Spain. 

In addition to opera, Dawn-Marie 
performed solo engagements 
with the Grammy Award-winning 
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra.

PAN FANTASY
PAN FANTASY STEELBAND, 
a division of the of the North 
York Inter-Community Youth 
Group, is  a vibrant, passionate, 
community focused  performing 
arts organization.  Over the 
years the band has grown from 
an intimate group of players 
to an impressive collective of 
vibrant musicians. Our focus 
continues to be the youth in our 
community.
 
Hundreds of young people 
have had the opportunity to be 
involved in our program. Our 
goal is to continue to support 
our youth and our community, 
and preserve the culture.  As 
mentors, our mature members 
play an important role in this 
process.

Kunle

Black Star Spoken Word Team

Jean Paul

Lee. B. Callender

Dawn-Marie Pan Fantasy
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ANTHONY LUE
AFTER LOSING THE use of my 
legs in an industrial accident in 
2009, it seemed that my dream of 
becoming an Olympic athlete was 
forever lost.

After a change in mindset and the 
realization of just how blessed I 
am, I have found a new love and 
a new dream of being one of 
Canada’s top Handcyclists. I hope 
not only to be one of the best but 
to also represent Canada in the 
Paralympics in Tokyo, Japan!

Anthony Lue

ABOUT THE
PERFORMERS

Rena Faith



WELCOME 
MC Sean Mauricette

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Anthony Lue

CANADIAN NATIONAL ANTHEM
NEGRO NATIONAL ANTHEM

Rena Faith

OPENING REMARKS
Co-Chairs, Esther Forde and Dane Lawrence

GREETINGS FROM DURHAM REGION
Regional Chair & CEO John Henry

STORYTELLING/VOCAL PERFORMANCE
Kunle

COMEDIC PERFORMANCE
Jean Paul

VOCAL PERFORMANCE
Dawn-Marie

MADIBA AWARD PRESENTATION
Presenter: Anthony Lue

Honouree: Sandra Forsythe

SPOKEN WORD PERFORMANCE
 Black Star Spoken Word Team

KEYNOTE DISCUSSION
Moderator:  Dr. Joseph Smith

Senator Wanda Thomas Bernard, Celina Caesar-Chavannes, 
Regional Councillor Granville Anderson, 

Patrice Barnes, Brenton Alleyne

PARTNER MESSAGES

OFF THE CLOCK INTERVIEW
    Interviewer: Josiah St. John, 

Athlete: Nichelle Prince

PAN PERFORMANCE
Pan Fantasy

CLOSING REMARKS
Co-Chairs, Esther Forde and Dane Lawrence

CLOSING PERFORMANCE
Lee B. Callender

WELCOME
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Thank you to our sponsors for your support

SILVER

SPONSORS

ARTS
SCHOLARSHIP

This scholarship supports the development of
future professional artists by assisting with 

post-secondary studies in the arts. 
For 2021, three individual awards of $1,000 are 
available to high school students in the Region of 
Durham (Ontario) who will be attending eligible 

full-time Canadian post-secondary degree or 
diploma programs.

 

Successful applicants are selected based upon 
their application through a competitive 

adjudication process. 
 

DEADLINE: APRIL 26, 2021
Apply Now at 

www.durhamblackhistorymonth.com
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Online Arts 
Auction
Coming this Spring

A portion of proceeds will go 
towards the annual Arts 

Scholarship

Visit  www.vok.theareax.com and check out 
Valley of The Kings, our line of greeting cards for the 
dearly departed. These special cards can be buried with 
or left on the grave site or memorial site of a loved one.

email: vok@theareax.com             @vok_cards 

K n  sg
ValleY

 OF THE 
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BRENTON ALLEYNE 
BRENTON ALLEYNE is a passionate 
man who loves God and all people.  
Brenton is married to his lovely wife, 
Denise Alleyne, and is the father of two 
daughters, Selena & Destiny Alleyne.

He loves inspiring and empowering 
people through writing, speaking 
and events.  Brenton is an author, 
entrepreneur, minister, life coach/
mentor and barber.   Brenton is 
the owner of Alleynes Gentlemen’s 
Grooming, Valor Consulting and From 
the Core advocacy.

Brenton Alleyne is on a quest to 
become the next Ajax MP.

DR. JOSEPH SMITH 
MEANINGFUL SOCIETAL AND 
political change begins with the 
radical deepening of our own self-
consciousness. Our thought-patterns, 
habits, and emotions, given that 
they often go unacknowledged 
and unattended to, present us with 
our most formidable existential 
challenges — both personal and 
social. It is my belief that education (in 
all of its various forms: media, formal, 
political, societal, experiential) if it is 
healthy, is that process by which we 
disclose and elucidate what so often 
besets us: our biases, assumptions, 
prejudices, and traumas. 

Novelty and innovation, in all sectors 
of our modern democratic society, 
are only possible if we collectively 
develop emotionally and intellectually 
mature responses to our interpersonal 
tensions, issues, and predicaments. 

My work, in its various manifestations, 
is directed towards reducing the 
barriers that impede this necessary 
self-work, and, while doing so, 
ameliorate the institutions that are 
entrusted with safeguarding the 
maturation of the modern individual.PATRICIA BARNES

MS. PATRICE BARNES was elected 
to Durham District School Board to 
represent Ajax, in 2014 and reelected 
in 2018. In this role, Ms. Barnes has 
served as the Co-Chair of the Diversity 
Steering Committee, Special Education 
Committee, Vice Chair of the Board of 
Trustee and Chair of Education Finance 
Committee. 

She has also represented DDSB as 
a Director with the Ontario Public 
School Board Association. Patrice was 
recently appointed to serve on the 
Durham Regional Police Board for a 
three year term.

SENATOR WANDA 
THOMAS BERNARD
DR. WANDA THOMAS BERNARD is a 
highly regarded social worker, educator, 
researcher, community activist and 
advocate of social change. She has 
worked in mental health at the provincial 
level, in rural community practice at the 
municipal level, and, since 1990, as a 
professor at the Dalhousie School of 
Social Work, where she also served as 
director for a decade. 

Dr. Thomas Bernard has worked with 
provincial organizations to bring 
diversity to the political processes in 
Nova Scotia and teach community 
members about Canada’s legislative 
process and citizen engagement. She is 
a founding member of the Association 
of Black Social Workers (ABSW) which 
helps address the needs of marginalized 
citizens, especially those of African 
descent. 

CELINA
CAESAR- CHAVANNES
CELINA IS A BUSINESS consultant, 
coach and international speaker.  She 
currently serves as the Sr. Advisor, EDI 
Initiatives and Adjunct Lecturer at 
Queen’s University.

She was the former Member of 
Parliament for Whitby, Parliamentary 
Secretary to Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau and Parliamentary Secretary 
for International Development.

Her new book, Can You Hear Me Now? 
was released on February 2, 2021.

REGIONAL COUNCILLOR
GRANVILLE ANDERSON
GRANVILLE ANDERSON is serving 
his first term on Clarington Council. 
Prior to joining Municipal politics 
Granville was a Liberal member of the 
Legislative Assembly of Ontario from 
2014 to 2018. Granville served as a 
school trustee and was elected as the 
chair of the Peterborough, Victoria, 
Northumberland, and Clarington 
Catholic District School Board.

ABOUT THE
KEYNOTE
PARTICIPANTS Senator Wanda 

Thomas Bernard

Celina Caesar-
Chavannes

Brenton Alleyne 

Dr. Joseph Smith

Patricia Barnes

Regional Councillor
Granville Anderson



    1Da Boi Productions Inc.

    Lifeart Designs

    Ontario Black History Society

    YouProduce Creations

Anthony Lue

SPECIAL 

THANKS

Historically, Madiba was the name of a ruling 
Thembu chief in South Africa’s Transkei region, 
the ancestral home of President Mandela.  
It signifies respect and endearment and 
is one of at least six names by which the 
lawyer-activist was affectionately known.  
The name Madiba remained significant 
throughout Mandela’s life as he valiantly 
crusaded against the legacies of 
colonialism, apartheid and racism.  
Nelson Mandela became one of the work’s 
most famous prisoners and rose to become 
a beloved leader in Apartheid South Africa.

THE MADIBA
AWARD

I AM THE CHAIRPERSON 
and co-founder of Durham 
Community Action Group (DCAG). 
As a mother of 5 adult children 
and 15 grandchildren, I have 
always been an advocate in my 
community and the community at 
large.

My philosophy is, that the growth, 
development, socioeconomic 
integration and involvement of 
our community must include our 
Children and Youth.

I believe that our Children and 
Youth are our future leaders 

SANDRA FORSYTHE
2021 MADIBA AWARD 
HONOUREE
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of tomorrow therefore; we must 
invest in every aspect of their lives.

In 2013 I was instrumental in 
requesting that the Durham 
District School Board collect data 
based on race and Exceptionalities 
in relation to suspensions and 
expulsions, now the Provincial 
government has mandated that 
all School Boards collect collect 
race based data. I am also a 
member of the Durham Children’s 
Aid Society Community Advisory 
Council which I organized in 2015.



  SEE YOU AGAIN ON FEBRUARY 5, 2022
ENJOY THE CELEBRATION!

@durhambhm           @durham_bhm

www.durhamblackhistorymonth.com  Email:durhambhm@gmail.com

THE VISION OF CULTURAL EXPRESSIONS ART GALLERY is to develop among the 
various diverse art, ethnic and cultural communities of Durham, a unified community 
in which there is mutual understanding and appreciation of each other’s values and 
missions, and through this to create a healthy social environment in which all children 
and all young people learn and internalize the importance of living in harmony as 

one people: Canadians.

Gillian Amos
Frederica Black
Marie Blanchard-Thomas
Jacqui DeBique
Laurine Diaz

Leesa Diaz
Esther Forde (Co-Chair)
Ann Fyffe
Dane Lawrence (Co-Chair)
Nicole Griffith

Patrice Gustave
Steven Murray
Cecil St. George
Antoinette Scott

COMMITTEE

MEMBERS

PRESENTER
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